The Local Plan is not consistent with National Policy

The NFFP Policy (para 110 and 119) states that ‘development should be directed to sustainable locations.’

The Settlement Review of 2025 concluded that Shabbington has one of the lowest level of sustainability in the County yet the Plan includes 50 new houses in the village. A 24% increase in population.  National Policy indicates that development should be focused elsewhere. 

The NFFP policy states that there is a requirement to limit the need to travel by car and offer a genuine choice of transport modes. 

Public transport is poor in Shabbington. The vast majority of villagers depend on cars. Every journey to work, to school, healthcare and food shopping is made in a car. Fifty new houses will bring 50 -100 additional cars on to the roads.


The NFFP Policy (para 115) adds the requirement of safe and sustainable access and awareness to residual cumulative impact on the road network.

The road network is under strain.  Two roads in and out of Shabbington regularly flood in Winter making them impassable. This results in a cumulative impact on the one remaining road open. The state of repair of this road is in poor condition. The ongoing maintenance is constrained by budget.

The village is already the main access road to industrial sites in Worminghall. Furthermore, large scale developments in nearby Ickford, are adding hugely to the traffic in Shabbington. It is not physically possible to improve the road network except by a bypass.

Pavements in Shabbington are narrow and butt up to the highway. On parts of Crendon Road and Ickord Road there is no pavement and access to the bus stop requires walking on a narrow country road that is getting busier due to developments in Ickford and beyond.

The Sewage works have been upgraded bringing it up to a size suitable for 530 residents. The current population is 529.


The frequent road flooding and the dire state of the road network is well known and documented by the Council. The cost of improving the roads to eliminate flooding has been rejected as being prohibitively costly.

Paragraph 129(d) of NFFP says that planning policies and decisions should take into account: “the desirability of maintaining an area’s prevailing character and setting”
A 24% increase in population, would change the character of this rural community. Previous planning applications for development have been rejected because this is well understood by the Council.
The village sits in a rural environment which is home to numerous endangered species e.g. Curlews, great crested newts. Development of this size would endanger these important sites.

It is clear to me, and to others in the village that the inclusion of Shabbington in the Local Plan with a development of 50 houses is not consistent national policy. Some might say that it is flagrantly inconsistent.


