The Local Plan for Shabbington is not Effective


The NFFP policy (para 20b) states that the plan must make ‘sufficient provision for infrastructure, transport, schools, health, water, waste water.’


Shabbington is a small village (approx. 200 homes). It has no shop, school, post office, GP, pharmacy, dentist, library or leisure facilities

It has no employment opportunities

It has serious flooding issues which are getting worse year on year. Two out of three roads are regularly closed during Winter months reducing accessibility. In 2024, Mill Road was closed on 66 days and both Mill Road and Ickford roads were shut for 25 days. When these roads are closed due to flooding, traffic is funnelled onto the one remaining open road – Crendon Road - causing congestion and hazardous driving conditions. 

Shabbington is in a rural location. All roads leading in and out of the village are narrow, overcrowded and in poor condition. 

It has virtually no public transport and none on flood days.

Fifty new houses would increase the size of the village by 24.5%. changing the character of this rural community and adding strain to an infrastructure that can barely cope as it is.

Currently village school children attend the local comprehensive school in Thame Oxfordshire. (3.9 miles away) With significant addition development planned for Thame the school catchment area is expected to exclude Shabbington pupils and in consequence even
longer journeys will be required for school children. I can see no evidence that sensible cross boundary consultation has taken place with Oxfordshire about this major infrastructure challenge. There are no other secondary schools nearby. 

Primary provision is also under strain. Ickford primary is the nearest primary school to Shabbington. 1.3 miles. At present the school is full. Two new large housing developments in Ickford have resulted in no children from Shabbington being awarded a place. The next nearest Primary School is at Long Crendon (2.2 miles) It is at 94% capacity. The nursery at Long Crendon which is a feeder for the school is full with a waiting list. Additional housing development planned for in Long Crendon will soon outstrip the capacity of the primary school to accommodate Shabbington children.
 
The plan must be deliverable over the twenty year period. The need for sufficient infrastructure must be identified, funded and programmed. Not merely hoped for. I see no evidence of such a plan.

There are fundamental challenges with the current level of infrastructure let alone the additional issues that would result from fifty new houses. I conclude that, in the absence of a plan to address this, the Plan is not effective. 


