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                                             SHABBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
______________________________________________ 

Minutes of Shabbington Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th September 2026
 
Attendees 
Cllrs Richard Hall (Chairman), Chris Davies (Vice Chairman), Miriam Boswell, Maria Millan, Carolyn Willis.
Helen Spurgeon (Parish Clerk), 1 member of the public.

1. Apologies for absence
None.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
None.

3. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th July 2026 and the extraordinary meeting on 10th August 2026.
The minutes were approved and agreed as a true record.

4. Public participation
None.

5. Matters arising from previous Minutes
· Assertion 10 requirements. The new gov.uk website is complete.
· Play area spinner. RoSPA were unable to provide any information on what maintenance is needed on the spinner. Action: Chairman to look at spinner.
· Raised footpath past The Old Fisherman. Oxfordshire County Council have advised that the work will take place during the period 05/11/26 to 22/01/27 with a road closure in place. The PC plan to install flood depth gauges during the closure period. The Vice Chairman presented his proposal for flood depth gauges. The proposal is to install three flood depth gauge boards along the elevated walkway, to the combined imperial / metric pattern and to the type and supplier nominated by Buckinghamshire Council highways. Gauges are proposed at posts 7, 11 and 19, giving a reading visible on both approaches and at the deepest point of the road. Boards are cut level at deck and fixed to timber posts either side of the brick piers. Total cost is £1000, significantly lower than the quote received from BC for the work. Councillors agreed to go ahead with the proposal.
· Overgrown hedge on Ickford Road. The PC paid for this to be cut back by JB Tree Services.
· Verge by noticeboard. The lime trees were dealt with by JB Tree Services.
· Nomination to register The Old Fisherman as an asset of community value. This has been submitted.
· Franklin’s Farm planning application. This has been approved by BC.
· Weeping willow, Crendon Road. The resident was informed and the tree has been cut back.

6. Shabbington Nature Network Update
It was reported that a barn owl passed away. The Bucks Owl and Raptor Group will do an autopsy. The monthly water testing of the river has been done. Phosphates and nitrates are high across the catchment, possibly due to the drought. 16 swift boxes have been prepared to be installed in the church tower.
	
7. 'Roots for the Future' - a tree planting project on the Millennium Field
Cllr Willis presented a proposal for a huge number of trees to be planted on the Millennium Field. The trees will help future generations by providing shade, mitigating flooding, enhancing biodiversity and improving wellbeing. The plan is to plant trees around the perimeter of the field, whilst preserving the football pitch. The plan includes a small wooden shelter by the play area for immediate shade, as the trees will take years to grow and provide shade. The Environment Agency are happy with the plan as long as the trees are at least 8 metres from Shabbington Brook but they have requested details of the wooden shelter. 315 whips supplied by The Woodland Trust would arrive in November. Not all of them would survive but further trees can be applied for next year. The trees would need to be monitored and watered. Intermediate Bulk Containers were suggested for watering and asking landowners and Thames Water for help with filling them. The project will cost just over £500. The plan needs to be shared with the public. A condensed version of the plan can go on the website. Help would be needed from the village to plant the whips. 
An outdoor table tennis table for the Millennium Field was suggested. 

8. Tessa’s Bench
The area at the end of Limes Way needs a little more work. The Vice Chairman will lay the slabs. The cost for the bench, anchors and plaque is around £700. The PC will purchase what is required and Tessa’s sons will reimburse the PC. It was suggested to possibly relocate the rubbish bin.
 
9. Christmas 2026
The idea of decorating the Pond Garden for Christmas was discussed. It was agreed to have a Christmas tree with lights.

10. Finance
· The payment runs for August and September was approved as circulated.
· Accounts to end August 2026, as circulated, were agreed. The bank balance stands at £33,108, of which £265 is SNN funds.
· The second instalment of the precept is due on 15th September.
· The external auditor’s report has been received. All relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have been met.
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11. Planning
Local Plan for Buckinghamshire – Shabbington’s submission under Regulation 19 has been submitted. The PC would like to thank Shabbington Local Plan Action Group for all their hard work.

12. Street lighting & street repairs
Nothing to report.

13. Millennium Field & Pond Garden
Nothing to report.

14. Meetings
Nothing to report.

15. Items for information
It was reported that there is a vehicle opposite the noticeboard which is taxed and insured but not being used. Action: Cllr Boswell to report to Community Police.
Bucks Council have renovated footpath no. 7.
Cllr Willis would like to organise a litter pick in the autumn or next spring.

16. Date of next meeting in the Village Hut
Monday 12th October at 7.30pm


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
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Payee

Chq. 

No/BACS

Detail

M R Cross

BACS

Inv 435 grass cut play area July 222.00 £        

RTM Landscapes

BACS Grass cutting July

420.00 £        

Shabbington Village Community Trust

BACS

Village Hall hire PC meeting 13/07/26 and 10/08/26 20.00 £          

Helpful Hirings

BACS

hire of post auger 84.00 £          

JB Tree Services

BACS

Tree works Old Bryers Close & Crendon Road 560.00 £        

Mrs H Spurgeon

BACS Net salary Parish Clerk 24 hours £324.40, office £50, phone wifi software £20

394.40 £        

DD payments

Lloyds Bank DD Banking fee 4.25 £            

HMRC DD PAYE 243.20 £        

Sage DD Payroll software  16.80 £          

Total payments 1,964.65 £     

SHABBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT RUN August 2026
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Payee

Chq. 

No/BACS

Detail

RTM Landscapes

BACS Grass cutting August

420.00 £        

RCOH Ltd t/a ONH Planning for Good

BACS

Planning consultants to make our submission under Regulation 19 re Bucks Local Plan 2,154.00 £     

Mrs H Spurgeon

BACS Net salary Parish Clerk 24 hours + backpay £388.00, office £50, phone wifi software £20

458.00 £        

DD payments

Lloyds Bank DD Banking fee 4.25 £            

Sage DD Payroll software  16.80 £          

Total payments 3,053.05 £     

SHABBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT RUN 14th September 2026
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