Sample answers to the two summary questions in Voice of Bucks Opus Consult Site


Please give details of why you consider the plan is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be as precise as possible. (word limit is 100)


The Bucks Local Plan is not sound as it relates to my community in Shabbington. It has not been positively prepared, or justified by evidence. It is not effective or deliverable and is inconsistent with national policy.  

The proposed 4 sites for 50 new houses would represent at 24% increase in our rural community. This is untenable for a village that lacks the infrastructure to support this in a sustainable way. 

I will provide detailed evidence in the downloaded documents. I will reference Bucks Council’s own data, the National Planning Policy Framework and my personal lived experience.

97 words

What changes do you think need to be made to the plan? Please try to be clear and concise as to what you would like this part of the plan to say. (note -there is no word limit)


The criteria for Tier Five settlements needs to change. At present Tier Five applies to communities of populations of over 500.  At a population of 529, Shabbington barely qualifies to be included in the Local Plan. More importantly our community has only three out of seven key services and only one out of six non key services. I will argue in the following downloaded documents that even that number of services is over stated. There are many villages smaller in population than ours who have a larger number of key and non-key services. 

I would like the criteria to be more equitable and consistent with sustainable development. I think the number of key services must have the same weight as population for Tier Five inclusion. Settlements with over 500 population with three or less key services should be exempt. Settlements of under five hundred with four or more key services should be included.
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